
MERI SQUARES 

NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2022 

 

Dear Dancers: 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday season and has been able to stay 

warm and healthy throughout January despite the cold. My heavens! Can’t remember a January 

with so many days with temperatures below -20C. All my birds are so puffed up out on the 

birdfeeder they are hardly recognizable. And I can assure you that my cat, Arthur, just looks out 

the open front door and turns around and comes right back in….no interest at all in being 

outside. Oh well, we get closer to spring every day! 

Back to dancing – Not yet 

I know everyone wants to know about dancing. While the province’s COVID regulations now 

allow 50% capacity for recreational activities – that includes us – the general feeling among the 

Executive members is that it is too soon. Omicron rates are not declining quickly, and the 

transmissibility of this variant is still very high. We just do not feel comfortable, at this time, 

bringing a large group of dancers together. We believe the risk is still too high given the close 

contact involved in square dancing. 

The decision has been made to re-examine the issue in two weeks time and if things are looking 

better, we will aim to start dancing in early March. We might even dance into May if everything 

goes well. Feel free to share your thoughts on this decision with us. 

Summary of dancing before Christmas 

We had eight dances before Christmas. We started with a limit of 24 people pre-registering and 

then, as of November, were able to open the doors. We had a couple of nights of 5 squares but 

mostly 3 to 4 squares. We welcomed dancers from other clubs as well as Meri Squares members.  

We did not receive any reports of dancers contracting COVID as a result of dancing. That is very 

good news for sure! Everyone seemed comfortable with the protocols in place. Thanks to the 

Executive members and others who helped with the setup and check-in. 

At $10 per person, we made a slight profit because we did not have to pay rent for a few of the 

nights. We had a credit with the church from when we shut down in March 2020. Going forward, 

if we have 25 dancers a night, we can continue to break even at $10. If we find we are getting 

more people than that, we will consider reducing the nightly rate. 

  



Snowsuit Fund – Thank you! 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated to Meri Squares’ Christmas charity, The Snowsuit 

Fund. Even without our usual large Christmas dinner gathering, Meri Squares members and 

guests donated many pieces of clothing and $330 to this very worthwhile organization. Thank 

you for your generosity! 

Club Chat – Monday, February 7 at 7:00 pm 

It has been a while since we have gathered. So grab your coffee, tea or wine and join us for the 

latest Club Chat via Zoom on Monday, February 7 at 7:00 p.m. Just click on the link (or copy it 

into your browser) and join the fun. See you then! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86784301586?pwd=a3dQbjFiQzROc09DbWFmMXZ6VkRZdz09 

Meeting ID: 867 8430 1586 

Passcode: 685016 

Looking ahead – Volunteers for the Club Executive needed 

This is the time of year that the Executive starts planning for the Annual General Meeting and 

looking for people to help with the decision-making and organization of the Club for the next 

dance year. 

We have been operating without a full Executive for the past two years. With no Vice-President, 

we have had no succession plan in place. Pat McLaughlin has agreed to stand for Vice-

President, but she would welcome a partner in that role. This is a critical position as the intent 

is for the Vice-President to move to the President position. Please think about joining Pat in this 

critical role. 

We are also seeking a Social Coordinator. This individual looks after ensuring we have tea and 

coffee every dance night, coordinates our monthly party nights and any other social events. 

Michelle Gravelle has kindly volunteered to organize the Christmas Party and End-of-Year 

celebration, so the Social Coordinator really only needs to look after the weekly events. Please 

consider standing for this position.  

With Pat volunteering to move to Vice-President, we need a Publicity Coordinator. The 2022 

dance year will be a critical year for Meri Squares. We will need some great ideas and energy to 

attract new dancers. The Executive is looking for an enthusiastic person to lead a committee to 

take on this task. Do you have some ideas? Are you willing to lend a hand to recruit new 

dancers? Please think about taking on this role. We know you will have lots of help! 

If you are interested in any of these positions, or would like more information, please contact 

Lamar at lamarmason4@gmail.com.  

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86784301586?pwd=a3dQbjFiQzROc09DbWFmMXZ6VkRZdz09
mailto:lamarmason4@gmail.com


Remembering Art White 

We reported the passing of Art White, a long-time member of Meri Squares, last fall. Art’s 

family has put together a memorial booklet with memories from his friends and family. Here is 

the link to the booklet, which can be downloaded, read or printed. Art White's Memorial Booklet 

 

Let’s all cross our fingers, get that booster, wear our masks, and hope that Omicron disappears as 

quickly as it came! The dance floor is calling! 

See everyone on Zoom on Monday, February 7 for our Club Chat! 

 

Lamar Mason 

President 

Lamarmason4@gmail.com 

613-221-9188 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G5fEb1103JTNjVUUd6ioFjVstaRHPgei/view?usp=sharing
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